HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE
Infinite series, can be logically proved for phenomena. The ' thesis/ which asserts a beginning in time, is defended by mere fallacies. Now Hart-mann and Mainlander both hold, though In different fashions, that there Is a world-process from a beginning to an end, namely, the extinction of consciousness. This Is the redemption of the world. Their affinity, therefore, seems to be with the Christian Gnostics rather than with the pure philosophers of the Greek tradition, continued in modern times by Bruno, Spinoza, and Schopenhauer.
Whatever may bo thought of the pessimism by which Schopenhauer's mood is distinguished from that of his precursors, few will fail to recognise that special doctrines of his system contain at least a large portion of truth. His theories of Art, of Genius, and. of Love are enough to found an enduring reputation for any thinker, even If there were nothing else of value in his writings. But there Is much else, both In systematic construction and in the illumination of detail. I have been Inclined to put forward first of all the translation into idealistic terms of the universal senfciency hold by the Ionian thinkers to be inherent in the primordial elements of nature. While they viewed the world as an objective 87